Immaculate Conception Parish

Immaculate Conception Church & St. Joseph Church
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward • Deacon: Mr. Jack Mroz
ICC: 570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
SJC: 570-325-3731 • stjosjt@ptd.net • www.saintjosephchurch-jimthorpe.org
Confessions: Immaculate Conception Church, Mon: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. & Fri: 4 to 5:00 p.m.
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service: If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the Catholic
Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Observe what is right, do what is just; for my salvation is about to come,
my justice, about to be revealed.— Isaiah 56:1

Sat. Aug 15 (Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary)
4:30 pm (ICC)
Margaret Shober (Jim, Ann, Jennifer & Erin)
Sun. Aug 16
8:00 am (SJC)

Oscar McClafferty (McClafferty Clan) /
Mary Milan (Theresa Kattner)

Mon. Aug 17
(private)

In Thanksgiving to the Virgin Mary (Gedeon Family) /
Elizabeth Boyle (Pat & Pam Reilly)

Tues. Aug 18
8:00 am (ICC)

Marion Wilson (Susan Schatz) /
Florence C. Bubel (St. Joseph Preschool)

Wed. Aug 19
(private)

Joseph Gillespie (Thomas & Kathleen Straubinger) /
All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Thurs. Aug 20
8:00 am (SJC)

Eleanor McNealis (Daniel & Marcia Evans) /
Barbara Downs (Gloria Kehrli)

Fri. Aug 21
(private)

Joanna Hample (Jean McElmoyle) /
Jane Muth (Irene & John Dedinsky)

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat. Aug 22
Gerald Rothermel (Eva Juhasz) /
4:30 pm (ICC)
Nathaniel Davis (Mom & Dad)
Sun. Aug 23
8:00 am (SJC)

Our Lady of Knock (LAOH) /
Elaine Herman (Husband)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ O GOD, LET ALL THE NATIONS PRAISE YOU!
THE SECOND COLLECTION ENVELOPE next
weekend is in support of Catholic Education.
CHANGE TO CONFESSIONS ON MONDAYS:
NOTE: Confessions at St. Joseph Church have been
moved
to
Immaculate
Conception
Church,
Mondays, 6:30-7pm through September.

ST.
JOSEPH
PRESCHOOL
UPDATE:
Our
preschool will open Monday, 14 September 2020
instead of September 8th as originally planned!
We do have a waiting list for our 3yr old & 4yr old
full day programs. We still have room in our
Transitional Kindergarten (full day) and half day
programs. If you are interested please call the
preschool at 570-325-3186.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE!
Due to the Pandemic and all of the
procedures we would have to follow
to have in person classes we have
decided
to
have
everyone
homeschool their children this year.
Each child will be given a text book and information
to access online resources. All assessments will
also be done online. Fr. Ward has decided that
because many of our families are having financial
issues the registration fees are waived, but
donations will be accepted to help defer the costs
of the books.
Please contact Mrs. Merkel at
kdmerkel@ptd.net for more information.
HELP NEEDED! WE ARE LOSING
a few of our cleaners who are
teachers and will be returning to
work this month. Volunteers are
needed to help with the sanitizing
of the church, currently on Mondays
and Thursdays, please call Judy, 570-325-3310, if
you can give back to your Church to help keep
everyone healthy & safe! The job includes wiping
down pews, door handles and cleaning bathrooms.
The more hands we have the less time and work
for all!

GREEN PHASE I

Mass attendance is still voluntary in the green
phase until further notice. Those who are sick, do
not feel safe, or who have compromising health
conditions, should not attend.
• MASKS are required by all Parishioners while in
attendance.
• ATTENDANCE LIMIT has been raised to allow
80 people to be in the church at one time. This
number may slightly vary if space allows,
depending on family size attending. Every other
pew is available, the choir loft is closed. Those
attending are asked to follow physical distance
guidelines and remain at least 6 feet apart within
the pews (except within family households)
• VOTIVE CANDLES in church can be lit by
parishioners. Please use the sanitizer provided at
each candle station before lighting the matches
provided and discard after in the sand. If you
prefer you may still request candles be lit by an
usher or the Rectory office.
• BULLETINS are available in church and on the
Rectory porch.
• **CONTACT TRACING: We are asking that
those attending Mass provide ushers to with a
name and phone number to allow for contact
tracing in the event someone who attends Mass
test positive for Covid-19. Thank you for your
understanding and patience.

ANNUAL DIOCESAN
ANNIVERSARY MASS
Married couples around the Diocese
will be invited to renew their vows
and thank God for the gift of the
Sacrament of Marriage during the
annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on
September 13. Because this Mass is always a
packed house when it is celebrated in-person, this
year’s Mass will be on-line so that all can
participate safely from their homes. Bishop Alfred
Schlert will celebrate the Mass on-line at 11 a.m.
Sept. 13. Those couples celebrating 1-5, 10, 15,
20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 or 60-plus years of
marriage will receive special recognition during the
Mass, and will receive a certificate from Bishop
Schlert in the mail. To receive the recognition and
certificate, you need to register with the Diocese,
beginning August 1. The deadline to register is
Friday September 4. Call toll free 1-800-831-4443
or Email stewardship@allentowndiocese.org. All are
welcome to join in by watching the Mass online at
the one of the following:
AD Today: www.ad-today.com
YouTube: m.youtube.com/user/DioceseofAllentown
Facebook: ww.facebook.com/DioceseofAllentown
WHY PRAY? The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them,
the “Gentiles” as Paul calls them, or the
“Canaanites” as Matthew calls them are called to
worship the one true God in prayer. As we listen to
today’s readings, perhaps we are tempted to ask:
Why pray? The question is rhetorical; it is
tantamount to asking why should friends talk to
one another or people in love kiss one another.
Prayer is a way of relating to God, a way of talking
to God. The apostles had the opportunity to talk to
Jesus in the flesh. We have the opportunity to talk
to Jesus Christ in prayer. Our relationship with him
must be enthusiastic; it cannot be faint-hearted.
John Donne, a fifteenth-century poet, knew what
the qualities of good prayer were. Donne asks God
to treat him differently from most Christians. The
poet does not want God to merely “knock, breathe,
shine, and seek to mend,” but also to “break, blow,
burn, and make me new” (Holy Sonnets, XIV).
It takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to
God in prayer. As Jesus once said, “Knock and the
door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). It may
take pounding the door down, but if we are as
persistent as the woman in today’s Gospel, the
results will follow. © J. S. Paluch Co.

