Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org

To help prevent the spread of the disease, until further notice,
ALL PUBLIC MASSES ARE SUSPENDED
Mass intentions will be said privately by Fr. Ward. The Rectory office is closed
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS TIMES: Immaculate Conception, Saturdays: 3 to 4 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, Mondays: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Sat. May 16

James & Catherine Creedon & Baby Jimmy (Family)

Sun. May 17

Virginia & Jake Llewellyn (Family)
Living & Deceased Mothers and Fathers of F.Y.I.

Mon. May 18

Mary Love, 28th Anniv (Roush Family)
Kevin Doll (Jim & Diane Strubinger)

Tues. May 19

All Mothers, Living & Deceased
For the Health & Safety of Those Who Are Ill, & Those Who Provide Their Care

Wed. May 20

Peter Coniglio (Irene McLaughline)
Mary Louise Huber (Jim & Diane Strubinger)

The Ascension of the Lord
Thurs. May 21 Charles & Helen Burnett (Kathy & Chip Burnett)
Margaret Moss (Sarah)
Fri. May 22

James Ward (Duane & Carol Costenbader)
Christopher Gallagher (John & Donna Lennon)

7th Sunday of Easter
Sat. May 23
Auggie & Millie Gulla (DePuy Family)
Frank & Agnes McCartney (Charlie Wildoner)
Sun. May 24

Mary Bott (Joanne Pursel)
Jane Muth (Marge & Jim Smith)

VIRTUAL MASSES There are many options
available to “participate” in Mass. We have listed
various
streaming
links on our website,
with Bishop Schlert,
or other local priests.
Please
see
our
website for more info
and links.
DIOCESAN ONLINE NEWS SOURCE: Check
www.ad-today.com, the new online source of news
from the Allentown Diocese, for the latest updates,
and subscribe to the weekly email newsletter. Just
visit the site and enter your name and email
address in the “subscribe” box.

THE BECAUSE WE ARE CATHOLIC APPEAL
(formerly known as the Bishop’s Annual Appeal)
has officially launched. Catholics across the Diocese
received information along with an invitation to
make a contribution to this effort which
underwrites direct services for tens of thousands of
adults, children, and families in Berks, Carbon,
Lehigh, Northampton, and Schuylkill Counties.
More
information
is
available
at
www.BecauseWeAreCatholic.org

TRYING TO FIND A SPECIAL SPACE TO
HOMESCHOOL YOUR CHILD? Why not try a
retro look with one of the desks from
the 60’s and 70’s from our school.
One piece desks are available to
parishioners. They come in a variety
of sizes. Please contact St. Joseph
Preschool at 570-325-3186 if you are
interested.
THE FOOD PANTRY of St.
Joseph Church has continued
to provide for those in
need during the pandemic.
They are in need of Canned
Vegetables. Donations can
be dropped off on the back porch of St. Joseph
Rectory. Thank you for your help!!
SUMMER WCC PROGRAM – Due to COVID-19 we
are cancelling our summer WCC program. Our
hope will be to offer classes on Sunday mornings
this fall along with home schooling, but we will not
know that until much later in the summer. Please
contact Kathleen Merkel if you would like to
homeschool this summer/fall for more information
and supplies. Sacraments (First Communion,
Confirmation) will not be
scheduled
until
the
Churches are open for
public Masses.
CONTRIBUTIONS/
ENVELOPES: We realize
that the pandemic can be
causing financial hardship for many people and we
are profoundly gratefully for those who are able to
continue to financially support the Parish. Thank
you to all who have mailed, dropped off, or
electronically sent donations.
We also now have
the option to do an electronic credit card donation
through our website, iccjimthopre.org and you may
continue to mail a check with one of your
envelopes
to
the
rectory
office;
Drop
envelopes/mail through the rectory office mail slot;
or hold your donation until Masses resume. Thank
you for your understanding and support.
In
PARISH CEMETERY SPRING CLEAN-UP:
preparation for Summer & Memorial Day you are
asked to please remove any winter decorations,
flowers, etc. from the cemetery. Since there is no
trash removal at the cemetery each grave owner is
responsible for removing items from
their own plots and disposing of trash
properly-please take all trash with you,
do not pile it at the cemetery. Thank
you for your cooperation!

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER As Jesus prepared
the apostles for the time when he would no longer
be with them physically, and knowing that they
would face hardship, trials, and persecution in the
future, he promised them an Advocate, the Holy
Spirit. Through baptism that same Spirit dwells
within us, always with us to guide us in the truth of
God’s love and strengthen us so that we may know
Christ and live as Christ’s people. Now, as in every
time, God knows it is not always easy to live as a
Christian. With the assurance of the Holy Spirit’s
presence, we find the grace to love Jesus and to
keep the Lord’s commandments.
STRENGTHENED TO LIVE AS CHRIST’S OWN
We might look at the world around us and conclude
that this is the most challenging time in history
during which to live as a person of faith. Yet we
know this is not so. Throughout the ages, people of
faith have faced mockery, persecution, and even
death as a result of their commitment to Christ.
Still, it is important for us to acknowledge the
challenge of living as a Christian today, when faith
is viewed with ambivalence at best, and often with
antagonism. Some do not understand how faith
and reason can sit side by side, even though many
of the world’s greatest scientific discoveries have
been made by people of faith. Others see the
failures of the Church or its leaders and discount
faith as a result. We rely on the powerful presence
of the Holy Spirit to be with us when we are
mocked or simply misunderstood on account of our
faith in Jesus Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, we
will find the grace to live with conviction as
Christian people.
THE
REASON
FOR
OUR
HOPE
Saint Peter admonishes us, “Always be ready to
give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a
reason for your hope.” One of the greatest gifts of
faith in our lives is our hope in Christ Jesus.
Through Christ, we keep our eyes on the wider
view of life here on earth and everlasting life with
God. We know that the trials and challenges of
today do not have the final word, and do not have
power over us. With the presence of the Advocate,
we have the help we need to live as God directs
and desires, so that the world might come to know
Christ through the witness of our lives. This is a
hope-filled, meaningful way of life. When so much
of
our
surrounding
culture
speaks
of
impermanence and momentary distractions, we
have the hope of meaning and purpose today and
the promise of eternal life to come.
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Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

