Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org

To help prevent the spread of the disease, until further notice,
ALL PUBLIC MASSES ARE SUSPENDED
Mass intentions will be said privately by Fr. Ward. The Rectory office is closed
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS TIMES: Immaculate Conception, Saturdays: 3 to 4 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, Mondays: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sat. May 9

Gerald Rothermel (Eva Juhasz)

Sun. May 10

All Mothers, Living & Deceased
Sandra Yeakel (Gloria Kehrli)

Mon. May 11

Rosemary Brown (Herman, Long, & Gillespie Families)
Gordon Holland, Sr. (Wife & Children)

Tues. May 12

Harriet Lennon (Scott & Barbara Rehrig)
All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Wed. May 13

In Thanksgiving to the Virgin Mary (Gedeon Family)
Helen Toone (Joseph & Sylvia Misson)

Thurs. May 14

Al “Butch” Heaney (Victor & Eileen Newton)
Clarence Ulshafer (Wife)

Fri. May 15

Manuel Dominic (M/M David Figura)
Glenn Taras (Joe McDevitt)

6th Sunday of Easter

Sat. May 16

James & Catherine Creedon & Baby Jimmy (Family)

Sun. May 17

Virginia & Jake Llewellyn (Family)
Living & Deceased Mothers and Fathers of F.Y.I.

VIRTUAL MASSES There are many options
available to “participate” in Mass. We have listed
various
streaming
links on our website,
with Bishop Schlert,
or other local priests.
Please
see
our
website for more info
and links.
DIOCESAN ONLINE NEWS SOURCE: Check
www.ad-today.com, the new online source of news
from the Allentown Diocese, for the latest updates,
and subscribe to the weekly email newsletter. Just
visit the site and enter your name and email
address in the “subscribe” box.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!
To all Mothers,
Mothers-To-Be, and
those who care for
others with a Mothers
love!
A
MOTHER’S
DAY
ENVELOPE is included in
your mailed packet. There is a space on the back of
the envelope to write in the name of a loved one
(living or deceased).
These envelopes will be
placed on the altar for the month of May and will
be remembered at all the Masses.

THE BECAUSE WE ARE CATHOLIC APPEAL
(formerly known as the Bishop’s Annual Appeal)
officially launched last week. Catholics across the
Diocese received information along with an
invitation to make a contribution to this effort
which underwrites direct services for tens of
thousands of adults, children, and families in
Berks,
Carbon,
Lehigh,
Northampton,
and
Schuylkill Counties. More information is available at
www.BecauseWeAreCatholic.org
TRYING TO FIND A SPECIAL SPACE
TO HOMESCHOOL YOUR CHILD? Why
not try a retro look with one of the desks
from the 60’s and 70’s from our school.
One piece desks are available to parishioners.
They come in a variety of sizes. Please contact St.
Joseph Preschool at 570-325-3186 if you are
interested.
PLEASE NOTE THAT ALTAR CANDLES are
continued to be lit for those that have been
requested.
THE FOOD PANTRY of St.
Joseph Church has continued
to provide for those in need
during the pandemic. They are
in
need
of
Canned
Vegetables.
Donations can
be dropped off on the back porch of St. Joseph
Rectory. Thank you for your help!!
In
PARISH CEMETERY SPRING CLEAN-UP:
preparation for Summer & Memorial Day you are
asked to please remove any winter decorations,
flowers, etc. from the cemetery. Since there is no
trash removal at the cemetery each grave owner is
responsible for removing items from
their own plots and disposing of trash
properly-please take all trash with
you, do not pile it at the cemetery.
Thank you for your cooperation!
CONTRIBUTIONS/ENVELOPES: We realize that
the pandemic can be causing financial hardship for
many people and we are profoundly gratefully for
those who are able to continue to financially
support the Parish. Thank you to all who have
mailed, dropped off, or electronically sent
donations. We also now have the option to do an
electronic credit card donation through our
website, iccjimthopre.org and you may continue to
mail a check with one of your envelopes to the
rectory office; Drop envelopes/mail through the
rectory office mail slot; or hold your donation until
Masses resume. Thank you for your understanding
and support.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Throughout the
Easter season, we hear the story of the earliest
Christian communities in readings from the Acts of
the Apostles. We hear how the people grappled
with what it meant to place their faith and trust in
the Lord, understanding that doing so called them
to live differently—to follow Jesus’ way of love. This
is more than a history lesson for us. As we hear
how the people were drawn to Christ and learned
to follow Jesus, we are invited to ask ourselves
how fully we are taking the gospel to heart. Is
Jesus our way, truth, and life? Do our daily actions
announce the praises of the Lord?
Change Of Mind And Heart From Now On
During Lent, we participated in penitential practices
and focused on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in
order to turn our lives more fully to the Lord.
However, the fruit of our Lenten practices is not
supposed to end on Good
Friday or Easter Sunday.
Lent is our annual time to
embrace spiritual renewal,
which is intended to last.
The change of mind and
heart that we embraced in
the weeks preceding Easter
are to be our spiritual
foundation, shaping our
lives now and into the future. Pause for a moment
and ask yourself what difference Lent made for you
this year. If you can point to some particular
change of mind, heart, or behavior, promise
yourself that you will continue to live in this new
way in the months and years to come. If Lent did
not have a special impact on your life this year,
now is the time to invite the Lord to show you the
way to more meaningful and faith-filled living in
the future.
Don’t Be Afraid. Do The Works Of Christ
In the Gospel passage we heard today, Jesus was
preparing the apostles for a time when he would
not be with them physically. Jesus wanted to
reassure the apostles, even though he knew they
were having a difficult time understanding. We
sometimes struggle to grasp the Lord’s ways, too.
We know that God is with us in Christ through the
Holy Spirit, and yet, when we really have to act in
accord with our faith, we sometimes falter. Jesus
tells us to not be afraid. Have faith in Christ and do
his works. We may be surprised at what we are
able to do when we trust and follow Jesus’ way.
And we are assured that God will be with us
through it all. © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

