Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org

To help prevent the spread of the disease, until further notice,
ALL PUBLIC MASSES ARE SUSPENDED
Mass intentions will be said privately by Fr. Ward. The Rectory office is closed
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS TIMES: Immaculate Conception, Saturdays: 3 to 4 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, Mondays: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204

Third Sunday of Easter
Sat. April 25

Daniel Plesniarski (Family)

Sun. April 26

Deceased Members of Frank L. Boyle Family (Anne Yori)
Wilma Bott (Bott Family)

Mon. April 27

Tom Bordigan (Ed & Shelly Martino)
Thomas P. Sebelin (Louise Goldman)

Tues. April 28

Anne Wertman (Ken & Rose McArdle)
All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Wed. April 29

Dennis Gallagher (John & Janet Kane)
Robert Perkins (Louise Serfas)

Thurs. April 30 Walter Ligenza (Lea Paluck)
Joan Wildoner, deceased bday (Charlie)
Fri. May 1

Stanley Zwolenik (DelRay & John McArdle)
Elizabeth Harvan (Carbon Cty. Chapter Football Officials)

4th Sunday of Easter

Sat. May 2

Jessica Heaney Brown, 10th Anniv. (Peg Brown)

Sun. May 3

Dennis Gallagher (Daniel & Ann Gallagher)
Gloria Sebelin (Joe & Marge Pelcheck)

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns in Loving Memory of Larry & Tracy (From, Brian)

BLESSED MOTHER CANDLE burns in Loving Memory of Tracy McElmoyle (By, Mom & Dad)

VIRTUAL MASSES There are many
available to “participate” in Mass. We
have listed various streaming
links on our website, with
Bishop Schlert, or other local
priests. Please see our website
for more info and links.

options

EASTER FLOWERS: When we are once
allowed to celebrate Mass together, we will
Mass of Thanksgiving, where we will use the
Flower donations to decorate the Church,
listing will then be published with
contributions.
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THE BECAUSE WE ARE CATHOLIC APPEAL
(formerly known as the Bishop’s Annual Appeal)
officially launches this week. Catholics across the
Diocese will receive information along with an
invitation to make a contribution to this effort
which underwrites direct services for tens of
thousands of adults, children, and families in
Berks,
Carbon,
Lehigh,
Northampton,
and
Schuylkill Counties. More information is available at
www.BecauseWeAreCatholic.org

CONTRIBUTIONS/ENVELOPES: We realize that
the pandemic can be causing financial hardship for
many people and we are profoundly gratefully for
those who are able to continue to
financially support the Parish.
Thank you to all who have mailed,
dropped off, or electronically sent
donations.
We also now have the option to do an electronic
credit card donation through our website, and you
may continue to mail a check with one of your
envelopes
to
the
rectory
office;
Drop
envelopes/mail through the rectory office mail slot;
or hold your donation until Masses resume. Thank
you for your understanding and support.

EMMAUS
AMAZEMENT:
Today's Gospel has some
surprises for the disciples
going to Emmaus. The first is
that Luke tells us Jesus
appeared to them, "but their
eyes were prevented from recognizing him" (Luke
24:16). More likely, they were prevented by their
lack of faith. They knew that Jesus had died, so
this man who looked familiar couldn't be him. All
they had heard was that Jesus' body was missing
from the tomb.
That leads to the second point. They were amazed
at how Jesus explained the scriptures. Even the
disciples had not thought of them as predicting
Jesus' suffering and death. Yet they seem to know
the truth of what Jesus was saying. Their story can
help us, too.
If you find you are not always able to see Jesus in
the people or events of your life, you may need to
stretch your faith. One way to do that is to discuss
it with others. The two disciples were stretching
their faith as they discussed what they had heard.
Your faith will grow as you learn to express it.
Another way to stretch your faith is to read and
pray over the scriptures. Ask what God is trying to
tell you in them. The disciples on the way to
Emmaus began to see how Jesus fulfilled the
promises found there.
Ask God to help you see Jesus in other people.
Receive Jesus in Communion as often as you can
(at least once a week). Trust him and expect to see
Jesus both in people around you and in the
changes that come into your life. The more you
look for Jesus, the easier it is to see him.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ Emmaus might as
well be Brigadoon. We hear of it in this one story—
and it’s only in Luke—and then it disappears. The
journey to Emmaus is one of the most beloved
stories about Jesus, and yet the town is probably
“mythical” in the truest sense. Like so much of life,
this story is about the journey, not the destination.
Running away from Jerusalem and their fears,
probably going home in disillusionment, two of
Jesus’ disciples encounter a stranger on the road
who, like a rabbi, is able to help them understand
their experiences using his deep knowledge of
scripture. Later, sharing a meal with him, they
recognized the stranger as Jesus, and they return
to Jerusalem to tell the others. How like our Mass—
we hear the scriptures and an explanation of them,
we share a meal, and then we go out to tell the
good news.
THE STRANGER Imagine meeting a stranger, a
fellow traveler, who butts into the conversation
you’re having with your friend. The two disciples in
today’s Gospel are heading to Emmaus, seven
miles away from Jerusalem, heartbroken and
disillusioned. It’s the day of Jesus’ resurrection, but
no one knew it when these two set out on their
journey, maybe going home to resume their preJesus lives because it seemed as if everything was
over.
In the middle of trying to make sense of the
tragedy, some eavesdropping guy asks them about
their troubles. After telling their story, the disciples
are amazed to find this stranger able to piece
together the fragments of the broken image of
their master using scripture as the glue. Then it
happens—at dinner they recognize Jesus in the
breaking of bread, just before he vanishes. With
their hearts burning with love and inspiration, they
run back to Jerusalem—at night—to tell the others
their new story.
THE STRANGER/SHEPHERD The stranger in this
story who turns out to be Jesus is reminiscent of
the Gospel images of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.
He seeks out his “lost sheep” who have strayed
from the faith community, and the experience of
the risen Lord transforms them into perhaps the
very first evangelists, sharing their Good News with
their friends back in Jerusalem.
Are we transformed by the time we leave Mass?
We should be! Our hearts should be burning within
us from our experience of Jesus in word and
sacrament. Yet how often life breaks our heart and
clouds our mind! We stumble toward our own
Emmaus, unaware that Jesus is with us. We are
privileged to experience Jesus in every Eucharist
through the breaking open of scripture and by the
breaking of the bread. Like the disciples of the
story, that transforming experience can compel us
to go forth and tell everyone the Good News.
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DIOCESAN ONLINE NEWS SOURCE: Check
www.ad-today.com, the new online source of news
from the Allentown Diocese, for the latest updates,
and subscribe to the weekly email newsletter. Just
visit the site and enter your name and email
address in the “subscribe” box.

