Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org

To help prevent the spread of the disease, until further notice,
ALL PUBLIC MASSES ARE SUSPENDED
Mass intentions will be said privately by Fr. Ward. The Rectory office is closed INDIVIDUAL
CONFESSIONS TIMES: Immaculate Conception, Saturdays: 3 to 4 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, Mondays: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204

Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday
Sat. April 18

Agnes Johnson (Family)
Paul Herman, 3rd anniv.(Pinky)

Sun. April 19

Tracy McElmoyle, 27th Anniv. (Mom & Dad)
Jane Muth (Kathy & Mike Plebani)

Mon. April 20

George & Catherine “Kay” Bimler (Paul Martino)
Mildred Radocha (Bump & Jamie Solmon)

Tues. April 21

Benjamin Beckett (Butch & Pat Reabold)
All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Wed. April 22

Eugene Tokosh (M/M William Gottardy)
Christopher Gallagher (Don & Connie Herman)

Thurs. April 23 For the Health & Safety of Those Who Are Ill, & Those Who Provide Their Care
Fri. April 24

Anna Love, 41st Anniv. (Roush Family)
Andrew Batcho (Michael Seroka)

3rd Sunday of Easter

Sat. April 25

Daniel Plesniarski (Family)

Sun. April 26

Deceased Members of Frank L. Boyle Family (Anne Yori)
Wilma Bott (Bott Family)

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns in Loving Memory of my nephew, Benjamin Beckett (Love, Rosemary
& Charles DeHaven)
“VIRTUAL MASSES” There are many options
available to “participate” in Mass. We
have listed various streaming
links on our website, with
Bishop Schlert, or other local
priests. Please see our website
for more info and links.
EASTER FLOWERS: When we are once
allowed to celebrate Mass together, we will
Mass of Thanksgiving, where we will use the
Flower donations to decorate the Church,
listing will then be published with
contributions.
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DIVINE MERCY PRAYER
You expired, O Jesus,
but the source of life gushed forth for souls
and an ocean of mercy opened up for the
whole world.
O Fount of Life,
unfathomable Divine Mercy,
envelop the whole world
and empty Yourself out upon us.
O Blood and Water,
which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus
as a fount of mercy for us,
I trust in You. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOUL of Frank Jacobs,
and the souls of all the faithful departed.
HOLY LAND COLLECTION: We were notified after
our Easter Bulletin went to print that Pope Francis
has authorized the annual Collection for the Holy
Land be transferred to September 13, 2020.
CONTRIBUTIONS/ENVELOPES: We realize that
the pandemic can be causing financial hardship for
many people and we are profoundly gratefully for
those who are able to continue to financially
support the Parish. Thank you to all who have
mailed, dropped off, or electronically sent
donations.
The Diocese has launched
a new, online Parish
Support initiative as an
option to support local
parishes. The new site
allows individuals to make
a one-time or recurring credit card contribution
to
any
parish
in
the
Diocese.
Visit
allentowndiocese.org/parish-support
and
select the parish of your choice. You may continue
to mail a check with one of your envelopes to the
rectory office; Drop envelopes/mail through the
rectory office mail slot; or hold your donation until
Masses resume. Thank you for your understanding
and support.
HELP OUT OUR ADVERTISERS!
Our
Sunday
bulletin
is
an
important
way
for
us
to
communicate with you, especially
during
these
days
of
the
Coronavirus pandemic. It might be
the only way that we can reach some of you. Every
bulletin that you receive is paid for through the
generosity of the businesses that you see
advertised on the back cover. Most of these
advertisers are members of our local community,
and many belong to our parish. We urge you to
think of them when you need one of their services.
Tell the business owners that you appreciate their
support of our parish through their advertisements
in the bulletin. This is one small way that we can
work within our own community to weather the
challenges that we face. Together we can help each
other make it through.
DIOCESAN ONLINE NEWS SOURCE: Check
www.ad-today.com, the new online source of news
from the Allentown Diocese, for the latest updates,
and subscribe to the weekly email newsletter. Just
visit the site and enter your name and email
address in the “subscribe” box.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ Poor Thomas.
Singled out from among the disciples because he
refused to believe what they were telling him—that
they had seen, in the flesh, their friend and their
Lord, Jesus Christ. Can any of us really blame him?
All of the disciples were terrified, crestfallen, hiding.
But what of Thomas? Just where was he when Jesus
appeared the first time to the group huddled in fear?
He had gone “out”—out of the community where his
faith had life. Maybe this was actually a blessing for
Thomas and not the curse associated with the
“doubting Thomas” moniker bestowed on him by
tradition. Oh, the divine mercy of the Lord! Could
Thomas be the forerunner of all of us who come in
fragile hope and uncertainty to the Christian
community,
so
beautifully
described in the reading from the
Acts of the Apostles? Could
Thomas be an ultimate exemplar
of the faith described in the First
Letter of Peter?
YOU SHOULD’VE BEEN THERE!
Most of us have had the
misfortune of missing something
important simply by being absent, and then hearing
about what happened. In today’s reading, unique to
John’s Gospel, Thomas is the only apostle who was
not around when Jesus appeared to his friends for the
first time after his death and resurrection. They were
frightened and grieving, not knowing what would
happen to them. Remember, they found themselves
to be fugitives, seemingly guilty by association with a
criminal executed by government officials. Suddenly,
Jesus was with them, beaming peace and mercy to
his fragile followers. What joy! What a shock, too!
We will never know why Thomas had left their hiding
place. All we know is that he returned to wild stories
about Jesus being alive after dying a brutal death. He
must have thought that the other apostles in their
grief had a shared delusion of what they wished were
true. When Thomas finally saw Jesus, he gave what is
considered the most profound profession of faith: “My
Lord and my God!” In his tender mercy, Jesus
ministered to Thomas by helping him to see for
himself.
WE WALK BY FAITH
But what of us? The early Christian community could
only trust the words of these same apostles, the ones
Thomas couldn’t believe, when they preached Jesus
Christ risen from the dead. Who could believe what
they said? The Holy Spirit, breathed upon the
disciples in that first encounter, emanated so
powerfully from them that they were able to convene
seemingly utopian communities of faith. Filled with
“divine mercy,” their lives became an evangelization
to the world.
And this is how we too are sent out, like the disciples,
filled with the Holy Spirit and bearing the Lord’s peace
and mercy to a troubled, suffering world. The wounds
of Jesus are very real today in the needy and broken.
May we always work to bind up those wounds
wherever we find them.

