Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org

To help prevent the spread of the disease, until further notice,
ALL PUBLIC MASSES ARE SUSPENDED

Mass intentions will be said privately by Fr. Ward. The Rectory office is closed
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS TIMES: Immaculate Conception, Saturdays: 3 to 4 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, Mondays: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Sat. April 11

For all Medical, Police, Fire, & Ambulance Personnel of our Community

Sun. April 12

All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Mon. April 13

No Mass

Tues. April 14

No Mass

Wed. April 15

Mary Ann & Jack Ritnour (DelRay & John McArdle)
Rosemarie Bronko, 1st anniv. (Kitty & Bill Malatak)

Thurs. April 16 Elizabeth O’Donnell (Marie Mriss)
Margaret McClure (Sarah)
Fri. April 17

Margaret Bennett (daughter & family)
Tom Sebelin (Ann McHugh & Family)

Second Sunday of Easter

Sat. April 18

Agnes Johnson (Family)
Paul Herman, 3rd anniv.(Pinky)

Sun. April 19

Tracy McElmoyle, 27th Anniv. (Mom & Dad)
Jane Muth (Kathy & Mike Plebani)

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns in Loving Memory of Daniel “Pete” McGinley (By McGinley Children)

May You And Your Families Have A Blessed, Safe. & Healthy Easter Season!!
From Father Ward & Staff

WCC Question of the Week
Name one way or time when you experience the
presence of the Risen Christ? Is it at meals? With those
whom you love? At other times?
FAMILY ACTIVITY: If you can safely do this at
home, celebrate this day with the special activities
that are traditional in your family. Help your
children understand the meaning of these customs
and how they help us to celebrate Jesus’
Resurrection.

“VIRTUAL MASSES” There are many options
available to “participate” in Mass. We
have listed various streaming
links on our website, with
Bishop Schlert, or other local
priests. Please see our website
for more info and links.
EASTER FLOWERS: When we are
once again allowed to celebrate Mass
together, we will hold a Mass of
Thanksgiving, where we will use the
Easter Flower donations to decorate the Church,
and a listing will then be published with those
contributions.

PRAYER FOR HEALTH CARE WORKERS
God of everlasting goodness,
you sent your Son among us
to bring healing, peace, and reconciliation to our
weary world.
Be with all health care workers and their assistants
in this time of the Coronavirus pandemic.
As they continue Jesus’ ministry of care,
renew them in mind, body, and spirit.
Keep them safe from infection and illness,
and may Christ’s healing presence flow through
them as they serve those entrusted to their care.
We ask this in his name,
Christ the healer,
who is Lord forever and ever.
Amen.
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CONTRIBUTIONS/ENVELOPES: We realize that
the pandemic can be causing financial hardship for
many people. Thank you to all who have mailed,
dropped off, or electronically sent donation
envelopes.
The Diocese has launched a new,
online Parish Support initiative as an option to
support local parishes. The new site allows
individuals to make a one-time or recurring credit
card contribution to any parish in the Diocese. Visit
allentowndiocese.org/parish-support and select the
parish of your choice.
You may continue to mail a check with one of your
envelopes
to
the
rectory
office;
Drop
envelopes/mail through the rectory office mail slot;
or hold your donation until Masses resume. We ask
that you combine your Sunday donation into just
one envelope, there is no need to return multiple
Sunday
envelopes.
Thank
you
for
your
understanding and support.
HELP OUT OUR ADVERTISERS!
Our
Sunday
bulletin
is
an
important
way
for
us
to
communicate with you, especially
during
these
days
of
the
Coronavirus pandemic. It might be
the only way that we can reach some of you. Every
bulletin that you receive is paid for through the
generosity of the businesses that you see
advertised on the back cover. Most of these
advertisers are members of our local community,
and many belong to our parish. We urge you to
think of them when you need one of their services.
Tell the business owners that you appreciate their
support of our parish through their advertisements
in the bulletin. This is one small way that we can
work within our own community to weather the
challenges that we face. Together we can help each
other make it through.

EASTER SUNDAY: If Christmas is the “most
wonderful time of the year,” then Easter is the most
joyous, glorious, awesome time of the year! Really?
Today’s readings don’t exactly brim over with the kind
of holiday cheer we find at Christmas—except for the
responsorial psalm, which admittedly rings with
gleeful joy. But otherwise, not so much. In the first
reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter gives a
dry, condensed rendering of the story of Jesus to a
group of Gentiles in Caesarea. The Colossians reading
actually does have us looking forward to glory. Most
underwhelming, though, is the Gospel proclamation of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. When we want to
hear about angels and earthquakes and trumpets and
glory, we hear about a dark, silent, empty tomb. This
Easter Sunday story from John’s Gospel is startling in
its emptiness. Like Peter in the story, we must enter
into this mystery.
The Mystery Of Emptiness ~
Christ is risen! He is risen,
indeed! This Paschal greeting is
customary in Eastern Catholic
and Orthodox churches on
Easter Sunday. Then there is
Saint Augustine’s acclamation of
joy: We are an Easter people
and Alleluia is our song!
However you express it, Easter
is the time for rejoicing because
Jesus Christ, our friend and brother, is risen from the
dead. And yet today’s scriptures are less joyful than
one would expect for the most important feast in the
Christian calendar. Perhaps we are being asked to
look deeper into the mystery of the Resurrection, just
as Peter went into the tomb to look deeper into the
mystery of its emptiness.
Mary Magdalene, who loved the Lord so much that
she risked everything, possibly even her life, to go to
the tomb before daybreak, finds the stone rolled away
and assumes that someone has taken Jesus’ body.
Frightened and sad, she runs to tell Peter and John.
They all run back to the tomb, but what do they
expect to see? Peter enters the tomb and sees. John
enters, sees, and believes. But what does he believe?
Scripture states, “For they did not yet understand the
scripture that he had to rise from the dead” (John
20:9). They went home, not really knowing what had
happened. But John “believed” something.
Something Happened ~ What do we believe?
Somewhere between that Easter morning and Peter’s
confident teaching about Jesus in the reading from
the Acts of the Apostles, something (the Risen Christ)
happened. Peter has evolved from his bewilderment
into a witness to the Resurrection.
What are we to find in the empty tomb? Maybe the
Colossians reading has an answer. By entering the
empty tomb of our lives to seek the Lord, we see, we
believe, we die, to be raised with Christ. “For you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God”
(Colossians 3:3). And we will rise in glory with him.
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