Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

Rectory office: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Mon-Fri, Closed Wed.
570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
Whole Community Catechesis (WCC): wccjt@ptd.net
St. Joseph Pre-School: 570-325-3186
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator:
Sr. Meg Cole, SSJ, MS, LMFT Phone: 610-332-0442 ext. 19

Mass Schedule

**unless otherwise noted in bulletin schedule

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays: at ICC 3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.; at St. Joseph: 6:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.
& anytime upon request

Liturgical Schedule ~ First Sunday of Lent

Special Prayer Intentions- these are the people for whom we will be praying at Mass:

Sat. Mar. 9
4:30 pm (@ ICC)
6:30 pm (@ SJC)

Daniel Plesniarski/bday (wife, Lottie)
Thomas Ulshafer, 33rd anniv. (Sister, Anna Marie)

Sun. Mar. 10
8:00 am (@ SJC) Ken Snerr (Jack & Marcella Huber) / Living & Deceased Parishioners
10:30 am (@ ICC) Owen “Oscar” McClafferty & Hugh McClafferty (McClafferty Clan)
Mon. Mar. 11
8:00 am (@ SJC)
Tues. Mar. 12
8:00 am (@ ICC)
9am – 6:30pm
Wed. Mar. 13
8:00 am (@ SJC)
6:30 pm @ ICC
Thurs. Mar. 14
8:00 am (@ ICC)
Fri. Mar. 15
8:00 am (@ SJC)
6:30 pm @ SJC

Fritz Spokas (Mary Ellen Chodur) / Rose Zurn (Tom Wildoner & Family)
Al “Butch” Heaney (Dolores Becker) / Mary Louise Huber (SJC Homebound Eucharistic
Adoration & Benediction @ SJC
Ministers)
Gwen Gillespie (Rose & Terry Joe Burkhardt) / Chris Testa, 1st Anniv. (Bill & Kitty Malatak)
Stations of the Cross
Dolores Gillespie (Thomas & Kathleen Straubinger) / Stephanie Rehnert (Donati Family)
Health & Welfare of Dean & Nancy Serfass (Sue & Joe) / Theresa Schlenner
Stations of the Cross
(M/M Robert Carroll)

Second Sunday of Lent

Sat. Mar. 16
4:30 pm (@ ICC)
6:30 pm (@ SJC)

Joseph Capozzoli (Tom & Vera Larney)
Chris Testa, 1st Anniv. (David & Kathy Testa)

Sun. Mar. 17
8:00 am (@ SJC) Otto Herman, birthday (Daughter, Pinky) / Living & Deceased Parishioners
10:30 am (@ ICC) Dennis & Margaret Dugan (Hugh D. Dugan)
Lay Ministers for the Weekend of March 16/17
Saturday 4:30 p.m.

Ministries:
Lector:
E.M.:
Altar Servers:

D Lisella
G Strubinger
E McArdle

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

M Figura
H Dugan
A & L Figura, M Sofranko

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ BE WITH ME, LORD, WHEN I AM IN TROUBLE.
THE SECOND COLLECTION this weekend is for
Catholic Home Mission Appeal.
Next weekend’s collection will be for Insurance.

WCC Question of the Week
What are you “doing” or “giving up” for Lent?
FAMILY
ACTIVITY:
Make
or
download
(www.reallifeathome.com/40-lenten-activities-forcatholic-families/) a Lenten Calendar for your
family to help you follow the three pillars of Lent:
Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving.
THERE WILL BE A WOMEN’S CLUB MEETING on
March 21, at 7pm in McGinley Hall.

EASTER
FLOWER
MEMORIAL
DONATION ENVELOPES are included
in your packet of mailed envelopes.
Please mark the back of the envelope to
be included in the booklet printed for Easter
Sunday. You may donate in Memory of a Loved
one, or In Honor of, or for a Special Intention. The
suggested donation is $10. Please return the
envelope to the Rectory no later than Monday,
April 1st to be included in the booklet.
INTERESTED
IN
ST.
JOSEPH
PRESCHOOL in Jim Thorpe for the Fall?
We still have some room in our 3, 4 & 5
full day program. Our half day morning program is
almost to capacity so register soon!! Call 570-3253186 for more information!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The next meeting of
the Damien Council & Msgr. Angelin Assembly is
March 12 at 7pm at St. Peter and Paul, Lehighton.
REGISTER RECIEPT FUNDRASIER: We recently
received checks from Jim Thorpe Market tape
program for $446, and from Renders’ $250.65!
Thanks to our coordinators and to all who support
this fundraising program.
MANY THANKS: Catholic Daughters Court Ryan
911 would like to thank everyone who donated
socks to our Annual Warm Hearts/Happy Feet Sock
Drive. Over 300 pair were received from St. Joseph
& Immaculate Conception and distributed to two
local food pantries.
ALL
ARE
INVITED
TO
JOIN
IN
A
"TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE ROSARY RALLY" on
Saturday, March 23rd at 12 Noon, in front of the
Carbon County Courthouse in Jim Thorpe. For more
info or questions call Susan 484-464-5886 or
Marion 484-432-5654.

ALL-YOU-CAN EAT BREAKFAST: The Damien
Council KofC will be hosting an all-you-can eat
breakfast at St. Peter & Paul Parish hall, Lehighton
on Sunday, March 17 from 8:30am to 12noon.
Donation of $8/adult & $4/child. Featured will be
eggs, pancakes, waffles, home fries, bacon,
sausage, juices & coffee.
All parishioners of
Immaculate Conception, St. Josephs and St. Peter
& Paul are welcome as well as their friends and
families. Please mark this on your calendar and
join the Knights of Columbus in this social
occasion.
THE FAIRVIEW HOSE COMPANY, 881 School
St., Jim Thorpe, holds an “All You Can Eat”
breakfast the second Sunday of the month,
September through May. Breakfast is served from
8am to 12 noon, it’s open to the public, it’s a no
smoking event and the cost is $8 with discounts for
Seniors & Children. Next breakfast is this Sunday,
March 10th!

LENT 2019
My dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Today we find ourselves before a manifestation of brazen, aggressive, and destructive evil.
Behind and within, there is the spirit of evil, which in its pride and arrogance considers itself the lord of
the world and thinks that it has triumphed.”
These words, spoken by the Holy Father at the closing of the recent Vatican Meeting on the
Protection of Minors, is a clear call to battle the evil of sexual abuse of minors. “Battle” is not too strong a word when
describing the effort and courage needed to confront the Evil One. In fact, in the Prayer to Saint Michael that we say
after Mass in our Diocese, we ask him to “defend us in battle.” And so we place ourselves under the protection of this
Archangel to keep us safe as we struggle with the devil, who was even so arrogant as to tempt Our Lord in the desert
(Luke 4:1-13).

Even though the Holy Father’s words were a universal call to confront the evil of child sexual abuse, his words
are also very appropriate for us personally as we begin the discipline of Lent. In our own lives we see the “brazen,
aggressive, and destructive” workings of our individual, personal sins.
During the holy season of Lent, we approach our loving Father with humility, asking Him to forgive our sins,
and, through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving/good works, stir up in us the virtue to combat such an arrogant
adversary. The Church, meaning all of us who make up the Church, is in a pitched battle with Satan against the depth
and breadth of sexual abuse. Through the courage of victim-survivors, light is being shone into the darkness where
this sin exists. Satan abhors the light of truth, so he will fight back strenuously. Hence, our need to be even stronger
by repenting of our sins and ridding ourselves of them through sacramental Confession.
In a particular way throughout our Diocese, we have the opportunity to participate in the Healing Our Church
program. In these sessions, we can reflect and pray with Scripture to acknowledge the evil that has been done using
Holy Orders as a means for diabolical acts. We also can experience the solace and healing of the Holy Spirit that
comes from joining our family of faith to remind ourselves that the holiness of the Church – founded by Christ – is our
greatest weapon against evil. Only Satan’s cunning work could take the Church, his greatest enemy, and weaken it
through some of the very people who were called to serve the People of God. The Evil One has done masterful work,
but he has already failed in his task. Our Lord promised that the power of hell would not prevail against His Church
(Matthew 16:18). We live at a time when those words require us to have a great deal of faith as we see our Church
besieged by such horrendous acts of personal sin.
This Lent, through our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving/good works, we can repent of our personal and
collective sins and re-invigorate our spirits that have been so weighed down these past months. Jesus remains with
His Church, the Holy Spirit guides us, and Satan will not prevail.
Wishing you the graces and spiritual growth of a holy Lent, and with my prayers and gratitude for your
steadfastness in the Faith, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Alfred A. Schlert
Bishop of Allentown

