Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

Rectory office: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Mon -- Fri, Closed Wed.
570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
Whole Community Catechesis (WCC): wccjt@ptd.net
St. Joseph Pre-School: 570-325-3186
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator:
Sr. Meg Cole, SSJ, MS, LMFT Phone: 610-332-0442 ext. 2019

Mass Schedule ** unless otherwise noted in bulletin schedule

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION:

Immaculate Conception Church: Saturday 3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
St. Joseph Church: Sunday 7:30 a.m. to 7:50 a.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m.
& anytime upon request

Liturgical Schedule ~ Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Special Prayer Intentions- these are the people for whom we will be praying at Mass:

Sat. Feb. 22
4:30 pm (ICC)

Joseph Capozzoli (Alex & Pat Stasvk) / Philip G. Rader (Wife, Betty Ann)

Sun. Feb. 23
8:00 am (SJC) Theresa Schlenner (Jack & Susan Bruzniak)
10:30 am (ICC) Kelsea Julian (Julian Family)
Mon. Feb. 24
8:00 am (SJC)
Tues. Feb. 25
8:00 am (ICC)

Mary Kunkel (M/M Tom Kuchynski) / Elizabeth Harvan (Jim & Diane Strubinger)
Karyssa Schatz (Connie & Mike Salvatore) / All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Wed. Feb. 26
8:00 am (SJC)
12:05 pm (ICC)
6:30 pm (ICC)
Thurs. Feb. 27
8:00 am (ICC)

ASH WEDNESDAY
Sarah Straubinger (Thomas & Kathleen Straubinger) / Kay Bimler (Tom & Jean Kuchynak)
Liturgy of the Word Service & Ashes
Liturgy of the Word Service & Ashes
Nancy Keiser (Ken & Rose McArdle) /
In Thanksgiving & to Honor the Lady of the Light on her Feastday

Fri. Feb. 28
8:00 am (SJC) Paul Brown, Jr. (Brown Family) / Yong Cha Kurak (Dave & Judy Miller)
6:00 pm @ SJC Stations of the Cross

First Sunday of Lent

Sat. Feb. 29
4:30 pm (ICC)

Stella Nederostek (Frank & Kayla Schatz) / John & Oliva Wildoner (Charlie)

Sun. March 1
8:00 am (SJC) Jane Muth (Gloria Kehrli)
10:30 am (ICC) Tracy McElmoyle (Mary Ailis)
Lay Ministers for the Weekend of Feb 29/March 1

Ministries:
Lector:
E.M.:
Altar Servers:

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
L McArdle
C McArdle
E McArdle

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
C Cannon
J Donnelly, J Curran
K & M Aaron

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL.
THE SECOND COLLECTION this weekend is in
support of Snow & Ice Removal.
The 2nd collection next weekend is for Catholic
Home Mission Appeal.

WCC Question of the Week
Do you think Jesus was serious when he said to love
your enemies? Why or why not?
FAMILY ACTIVITY: This week we begin Lent.
Plan on attending an Ash Wednesday Service and
talk about what it means to you to have the Ashes
put on your forehead.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held 6:30pm,
Wednesdays during Lent beginning Wed. March 4.
St. Joseph will have Stations of the Cross on
Fridays at 6pm, beginning Feb. 28.

LENT BEGINS THIS WEEK WITH
ASH WEDNESDAY. Mass will be held
at 8:00 am at St. Joseph. A Liturgy of
the Word service with ashes will be held
at 12:05 pm and 6:30 pm, at ICC.
NEXT WEEK, WE WILL TAKE
UP THE CATHOLIC HOME
MISSIONS APPEAL. Today,
over 40 % of dioceses in the
United States are considered
mission territories because they
are unable to fund the essential
pastoral work their communities
need. Your support of this appeal helps ease the
struggle of these dioceses. Please prayerfully
consider how you can support this appeal. More
info can be found at usccb.org/home-missions.

A LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: St
Joseph’s Parish will be hosting a 6week Women’s Bible Study entitled
“Living in the Father’s Love”. It will
be offered at 2 different times and
places: Sunday mornings, March
1 through April 5 from 9:15am to 10:15am @ at
Immaculate Conception Church, McGinley Hall, OR
Tuesday evenings, March 3 through April 7
from 6:30pm to 7:30pm, at St. Joseph Church,
Brogan Room. Suggested donation for this 6-week
Study, which includes a Study Guide, is $20.
(Scholarships are available for anyone in need).
For more info or to participate, please call St
Joseph Parish Office at 570-325-3731.

OPERATION RICE BOWL
Join our faith community—and more than 14,000 Catholic
communities across the United States—in a life-changing
Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl & reach out in
solidarity with those who suffer from hunger & poverty
through prayer, fasting, learning, & giving during the
Lenten season. Your prayers, sacrifices, & generous
donations support Catholic Relief Services' food security
projects overseas as well as local hunger & poverty
alleviation efforts in your diocese. During the 40 days of
Lent, we will reflect on the challenge of global hunger and
how it affects our human family. For more info please visit
crsricebowl.org
OPERATION RICE BOWL INVITES YOU TO:
1) Eat a special sacrificial meal on a
designated day each week during Lent.
2) Deposit the money saved by eating less in a small rice
bowl while family is at the table.
3) Offer this meal & sacrifice in an atmosphere of family
prayer and devotion. Discuss poverty & those less
fortunate.
-----------------------------------------------

LUCK OF THE DRAW - THE 250 CLUB
A fundraiser for St. Joseph Church. The club will
award 30 cash prizes at 3 drawings, March, April
& May. These prizes will total about $5,000.
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH “Luck of the Draw”
Membership Form, $40 fee, 10 prizes
Name:
______________________________________
Address:
______________________________________
______________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________
Tickets can be purchased from members of the
Fundraising Committee or by calling the St Joseph
parish office at 570-325-3731.

-----------------------------------------------

OUR LENTEN OBLIGATION

law considers every Friday and the season of
Church
Lent as penitential days and times. The practice of

penance is a part of our faith and Christian life. When we
do penance, we imitate Jesus, who Himself recommended
it as necessary to His followers, and gave them the
example of His prayer and fasting.

The
Lenten
obligation,
as
determined for Catholics in the
United States by our bishops,
requires that fasting be
observed on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday. The law of
abstinence is to be observed
on Ash Wednesday and all the
Fridays of Lent.
Who must fast? All Catholics
who are between the ages of 18 and 59. The obligation
ceases when one begins his/her 60th year on his/her 59th
birthday.
Who must abstain? All Catholics who are 14 years and
older.
What does fasting mean? The observance of fasting
means that those obliged may take only one full meal on
the day of fast. Two lighter meals (not equal to another full
meal) may be taken to maintain strength according to
one's needs.
What does abstinence mean? The law of abstinence
forbids the eating of meat, including poultry. Voluntary
abstinence refers to refraining from lawful pleasures in a
spirit of penance.
Can anyone be dispensed or excused from fast
and/or abstinence? Individuals for a just cause may be
dispensed by their pastor or by a priest with the faculty to
do so. In our Diocese all priests may dispense individuals
who are committed to their pastoral care. Those who are ill
or have a similar serious reason are excused from the
observance of fast and abstinence. Catholics are reminded
that they should not lightly excuse themselves from this
obligation.
Are there other obligations which we should fulfill?
Catholics are obliged to fulfill what has been called their
''Easter Duty." They are required to receive Holy
Communion during the Easter time. In the United States
this obligation can be fulfilled from the First Sunday of Lent
until Trinity Sunday (March 1 to June 7. 2020). Those
conscious of serious sin are reminded of the obligation to
confess their sins at least once a year during this time.
Catholics also are encouraged to make Lent a time of
more intense prayer and to practice almsgiving and other
works of charity. Parishes are encouraged to continue
participation in Operation Rice Bowl.
BOXED CHILDREN’S ENVELOPES are at the back of
church for pick-up. There is a request form to sign-up for
any child (under 18) who would like a set of envelopes
and does not have one. Young adults who are over
18/graduated high school, should register as an adult
with the Parish. Please contact the Rectory with any
questions.

