Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

Rectory office: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Mon-Fri, Closed Wed.
570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
Whole Community Catechesis (WCC): wccjt@ptd.net
St. Joseph Pre-School: 570-325-3186
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator:
Sr. Meg Cole, SSJ, MS, LMFT Phone: 610-332-0442 ext. 19

Mass Schedule

**unless otherwise noted in bulletin schedule

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays: at ICC 3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.; at St. Joseph: 6:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.
& anytime upon request

Liturgical Schedule ~Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Special Prayer Intentions- these are the people for whom we will be praying at Mass:

Sat. Jan. 26
4:30 pm (@ ICC)
6:30 pm (@ SJC)

Robert J. Campo (Fred & Marquerite Cerimele)
Living & Deceased Parishioners

Sun. Jan. 27
8:00 am (@ SJC) Patricia F.W. Kattner (Barbara & Andrew Griffith)
10:30 am (@ ICC) James F. Klein (Regina Klein)
Mon. Jan. 28
8:00 am (@ SJC)
Tues. Jan. 29
8:00 am (@ ICC)
Wed. Jan. 30
8:00 am (@ SJC)
Thurs. Jan. 31
8:00 am (@ ICC)
Fri. Feb. 1
8:00 am (@ SJC)

Elizabeth DeFrehn Barnette (Jim & Ann Shober) / Louis Huber (Elmer & Maureen Huber)
M/M Michael & Margaret McGinty (Walt Fagan) / Patricia Kurtz (Donna & Dan
Miscavige)

Frank & Cassie McDonald (M/M Eugene Yacapsin) / Irene Milan (Kathleen Kenderish)
Matthew Reabold (Salli, Sarah, & Jake) / Kay Bimler (Kitty & Bill Malatak)
Mary Kunkel (Mark & Christine Rosenberger) / Susanna Gilberry (Joanne Pekarik)

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sat. Feb. 2
4:30 pm (@ ICC)
6:30 pm (@ SJC)

James D. Zurn (M/M Michael Martino)
Phyllis Steidle (St. Joseph Parish Choir)

Sun. Feb. 3
8:00 am (@ SJC) Edward Hillanbrand (Wife) / Living & Deceased Parishioners
10:30 am (@ ICC) In Honor of St. Brigid (LAOH)
Lay Ministers for the Weekend of Feb 2/3
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
M Figura

Ministries:
Lector:

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

J Miller

E.M.:

Barb Miller, H & M Dugan

J Novak, R Reese, J & K Lawrence

Altar Servers:

Z Zurn

L & A Figura M Sofranko

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS ~ YOUR WORDS, LORD, ARE SPIRIT AND LIFE.
THE SECOND COLLECTION this Sunday is for
Diocesan Annual Catholic Relief Fund.
Next weekend’s collection will be in support of
Captial Campaign/Improvements.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: If you would like
a statement of contribution for 2018 please sign
the form in church, please PRINT your name,
address, phone, and email. Statements will be
prepared and mailed at the end of January.

WCC Question of the Week

THE 2019 MASS BOOK IS
OPEN FOR REQUESTS. Mass
intention envelopes are available
in the Church for requesting a mass. You may also
call the Rectory Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, from 9am to
12pm, or email iccjt@ptd.net. DID YOU KNOW
you can request a Mass Intention for many
reasons- not just for the soul of a deceased loved
one? We have Mass request cards for many
occasions - for Healing-either physical or spiritual,
for a Special Intention-Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Thinking of You, In Thanksgiving. Can you, or
someone you know benefit from receiving the
special graces offered with a Mass intention?

Jesus is present to each of us in a different way.
Tell about a time that you knew Jesus was with
you.
FAMILY ACTIVITY: Jesus is present in Sacred
Scripture. Make a special place of honor for your
family Bible. Let it become a reminder to the family
of Jesus’ presence.
THE FEASTDAY FOR ST. BLAISE is Sunday, Feb.
3. Throats will be blessed at the end of all Masses
next weekend.

OPEN HOUSE! St. Joseph
Preschool will be hosting an
Open House on Thursday,
Jan. 31, from 6-8 pm for
families who are interested in finding out more
about our school. The preschool offers half day &
full day programs for 3–5 year olds. Before & after
care is available for students who attend the
program. Some scholarship money will be available
for families who qualify. If you aren’t able to
attend, please call 570-325-3186 and schedule a
time to observe the program.
CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES
Envelopes
are
mailed
to
active
registered
parishioners
every
2
months. If you have not used your
envelopes in over six months, we
will stop the mailing to help control
costs (you are still considered a
member, unless otherwise we are
notified). If you are not receiving envelopes, and
wish to, please contact the Rectory office. If you
are a visitor and would like to become a registered
member of Immaculate Conception, please contact
the Rectory. 570-325-2791 or iccjt@ptd.net.
Parishioners of ICC and St. Joseph’s may attend
any of the Masses in either church for your
convenience and place your envelopes in either
parish collection basket. The envelopes are sent to
the Parish of registration every week for deposit
and member tax records.
Please call the Rectory if you have any questions
or concerns regarding the envelopes.
WARM HEARTS, HAPPY FEET: The Annual Sock
Drive sponsored by Court Ryan 911 Catholic
Daughters of the Americas will be held
the first two weeks in February. Please
put new socks in the box in the church
vestibule. They will be distributed to the
local Food Pantries. Thanks in advance
for your generosity.
MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL will be
hosting an open house on Sunday, January 27.
Registration begins at 12:30pm and the program
runs from 1-3pm. Tours of the school will be given
which will include our new STEM Labs.
Registration is now open for the 2019-2020 School
year. The registration fee is $100 if paid by
February 1st. After 2/1/19 the registration fee will
be $150.00

WINTER WEATHER DELAYS – If the Jim Thorpe
School district is delayed or cancelled due to winter
weather (snow, ice, extreme cold),
the daily 8am Mass will be held
at Noon, (at both ICC or SJC),
to allow the streets to be
cleaned and/or the temps to
rise a bit for safety!
REJOICING IN THE LORD: In the first reading,
Ezra gets a strange reaction from the people to
whom he reads the book of the law. First they lie
down, with faces to the ground, and then they all
are weeping. Remember the background of this
reading. The people of Israel had returned from
exile and needed to become a unified nation. Many
probably didn't know that they had been breaking
the law. Others might have been overwhelmed with
all the requirements of the law.
Ezra and Nehemiah console the people by
reminding them that their return makes this a day
"holy to the LORD" (Nehemiah 8:10). He adds that
they would get strength from "rejoicing in the
LORD." That may be good advice for us also.
We might find ourselves so trapped in sin that we
think we could never be forgiven. We need to
remember that Jesus loved sinners so much, he
gave his life on the cross to free us from sin. No sin
can be so bad that God's love cannot forgive it. In
fact, the more I have to repent, the more God
wants to forgive. So we can rejoice in the Lord's
forgiveness and the Spirit will give us the strength
to change our lives.
And what about those who find the law
overwhelming? That can be because we have
forgotten Jesus' saying that all of God's laws are
contained in the command to love God and love
our neighbor as we love ourselves. The more we
come to accept God's presence in our lives and see
God in others, the easier it becomes to keep the
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law of love.
FREE
TAX
PREPARATION
ASSISTANCE:
Junior & senior accounting students from DeSales
University will provide tax preparation assistance
free of charge to senior citizens & those with lower
incomes now through Fri., March 29. The program
is part of the United States Internal Revenue
Service’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program. Students are required to pass a test
given by the IRS, in order to receive certification to
participate in the program. To schedule a VITA
appointment, call 610-282-1100, ext. 1868. A
DeSales student will return the phone call &
provide assistance accordingly. Individuals needing
assistance should bring all printed tax information
& all documents pertaining to federal, state and
local taxes with them to their appointment.

