Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

Rectory office: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Mon-Fri, Closed Wed.
570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
Whole Community Catechesis (WCC): wccjt@ptd.net
St. Joseph Pre-School: 570-325-3186
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator:
Sr. Meg Cole, SSJ, MS, LMFT Phone: 610-332-0442 ext. 19

Mass Schedule

**unless otherwise noted in bulletin schedule

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays: at ICC 3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.; at St. Joseph: 6:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.
& anytime upon request

Liturgical Schedule ~ The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Special Prayer Intentions- these are the people for whom we will be praying at Mass:

Sat. Jan. 19
4:30 pm (@ ICC)
6:30 pm (@ SJC)

Rosemary Brown (Ann & Donna LaRizzio)
Monica Martino (John & Sharon Krebs)

Sun. Jan. 20
8:00 am (@ SJC) Mary & Frank Tizekker (Nephew, Michael Cibik) / Living & Deceased Parishioners
10:30 am (@ ICC) David Tracey (M/M Francis Schweibinz)
Mon. Jan. 21
8:00 am (@ SJC)
Tues. Jan. 22
8:00 am (@ ICC)
Wed. Jan. 23
8:00 am (@ SJC)
Thurs. Jan. 24
8:00 am (@ ICC)
Fri. Jan. 25
8:00 am (@ SJC)

Bernard Kowatch (Peggy Sue O’Donnell) / JoAnn Haggerty (John & Mary McGuire)
Joseph Beck (MCCHS Class of 1956) / Harry Guardiola (Ed & Ruth TenEyck)
Missa Pro Popula-Living & Deceased Parishioners / Robert E. Stoffey (M/M John
Gallagher)

Elizabeth Kochie (Brian & Ann Marie Steigerwalt) / Joan Wildoner, 5th anniv. (Charlie)
Delbert & Marie Melvin (M/M Eugene Yacapsin) / Otto & Connie Herman (Daughter,

Pinky)

The 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sat. Jan. 26
4:30 pm (@ ICC)
6:30 pm (@ SJC)

Robert J. Campo (Fred & Marquerite Cerimele)
Living & Deceased Parishioners

Sun. Jan. 27
8:00 am (@ SJC) Patricia F.W. Kattner (Barbara & Andrew Griffith)
10:30 am (@ ICC) James F. Klein (Regina Klein)
Lay Ministers for the Weekend of Jan 26/27
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
J McGuire

Ministries:
Lector:

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

J Llewellyn

E.M.:

G Straubinger, J Nederostek, J Behrens

M McGuire, L Whitehead, J Curran, G Lorenz

Altar Servers:

A Soberick

Z Zurn, B Goldberg

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS ~PROCLAIM HIS MARVELOUS DEEDS TO ALL THE NATIONS.
THE SECOND COLLECTION this Sunday is for
Pro-Life.
Next weekend’s collection will be in support of
Diocesan Annual Catholic Relief Fund.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: If you would like
a statement of contribution for 2018 please sign
the form in church, please PRINT your name,
address, phone, and email. Statements will be
prepared and mailed at the end of January.

WCC Question of the Week

THE 2019 MASS BOOK IS
OPEN FOR REQUESTS. Mass
intention envelopes are available
in the Church for requesting a mass. You may also
call the Rectory Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, from 9am to
12pm, or email iccjt@ptd.net. DID YOU KNOW
you can request a Mass Intention for many
reasons- not just for the soul of a deceased loved
one? We have Mass request cards for many
occasions - for Healing-either physical or spiritual,
for a Special Intention-Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Thinking of You, In Thanksgiving. Can you, or
someone you know benefit from receiving the
special graces offered with a Mass intention?

God fills each of us with grace (miracles) and gifts,
what is one grace (miracle) or gift that you have
shared with your family?

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Go for a winter walk with your
family as a reminder of the gifts of nature. As you
walk together, point out all the wondrous gifts of
creation. Make an arrangement of winter gifts to
remind the family of God’s abundance.

OPEN HOUSE! St. Joseph
Preschool will be hosting an
Open House on Thursday,
Jan. 31, from 6-8 pm for
families who are interested in finding out more
about our school. The preschool offers half day &
full day programs for 3–5 year olds. Before & after
care is available for students who attend the
program. Some scholarship money will be available
for families who qualify. If you aren’t able to
attend, please call 570-325-3186 and schedule a
time to observe the program.
MCHS POLAR PLUNGE~ The 6th Annual “Be Cool
for Our School” Polar Plunge to benefit Marian
Catholic High School on Sat., Jan. 26 at Mauch
Chunk Lake. Registration is $35 & is open
10am to 11:30am. Participants may
register as a Chicken to show their
support but stay dry. The event is
family-friendly & will feature a DJ. Food
& beverage will be available for purchase. There is
no fee for spectators. To pre-register or obtain
information, email mchspolarplunge@gmail.com or
call Kathy Goff, 610-704-8037. Find us on
Facebook: “MCHS POLAR PLUNGE”.
CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES
Envelopes
are
mailed
to
active
registered
parishioners
every
2
months. If you have not used your
envelopes in over six months, we
will stop the mailing to help control
costs (you are still considered a
member, unless otherwise we are
notified). If you are not receiving envelopes, and
wish to, please contact the Rectory office. If you
are a visitor and would like to become a registered
member of Immaculate Conception, please contact
the Rectory. 570-325-2791 or iccjt@ptd.net.
Parishioners of ICC and St. Joseph’s may attend
any of the Masses in either church for your
convenience and place your envelopes in either
parish collection basket. The envelopes are sent to
the Parish of registration every week for deposit
and member tax records.
Please call the Rectory if you have any questions
or concerns regarding the envelopes.
WARM HEARTS, HAPPY FEET: The Annual Sock
Drive sponsored by Court Ryan 911 Catholic
Daughters of the Americas will be held
the first two weeks in February. Please
put new socks in the box in the church
vestibule. They will be distributed to the
local Food Pantries. Thanks in advance
for your generosity.

FLIPPED-OUT PHARISEES~The Gospel reading
for this Sunday is not only the first miracle in
John's Gospel, it is also John's first mention of
Jesus' mother. I used to find it odd that Jesus
addressed her as "Woman." I can't imagine my
Dad letting me get away with that. But in that time
the word was more respectful; it could even be
affectionate. (The last time Jesus speaks to his
mother--John 19:26--he also calls her "Woman."
He certainly wasn't being disrespectful on the
cross.) Jesus does help as his mother requested,
but he does so in a way that doesn't draw attention
to himself and also is a lesson about God's love.
You have probably heard how the Jewish people in
Jesus' time performed purification rituals before
eating anything. The cleansings were a sign that
they wanted to be like God, completely free from
sin. Eventually, it came to mean that you could not
approach God until you cleansed yourself. Jesus
used the miracle to show us a different way of
understanding holiness. Jesus could have
made the wine in bottles or wineskins to
show that it was new. But he used
the "six stone water jars there for
Jewish ceremonial washings" (John
2:6). That meant that once they
were full of wine, no one could
wash themselves from the jars. I
wonder how many Pharisees
flipped out when they saw that.
The point is that no one can cleanse
themselves. We don't purify ourselves in order to
come to God--we come to God to be purified. God
is the only one who can make us holy. God offers
this to sinners especially, because sinners who
know they need forgiveness are the only ones to
receive it. Not because God excludes the rest.
Those who don't think they are sinners or don't
think they can be forgiven won't ask for it. God
never forces mercy on anyone. It is offered to
those who ask for it. The amount of wine (six big
jars of about twenty-five gallons each) symbolizes
the extent of God's mercy. As there was now more
than enough wine for the wedding, God has more
than enough mercy for those who need it. Wine is
also a symbol of joy in the Old Testament. There is
no greater joy than knowing that you have been
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forgiven by the Lord.
MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL will be
hosting an open house on Sunday, January 27.
Registration begins at 12:30pm and the program
runs from 1-3pm. Tours of the school will be given
which will include our new STEM Labs.
Registration is now open for the 2019-2020 School
year.
The registration fee is $100 if paid by
February 1st. After 2/1/19 the registration fee will
be $150.00

