Church of the Immaculate Conception
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward

Rectory office: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Mon -- Fri, Closed Wed.
570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
Whole Community Catechesis (WCC): wccjt@ptd.net
St. Joseph Pre-School: 570-325-3186
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator:
Sr. Meg Cole, SSJ, MS, LMFT Phone: 610-332-0442 ext. 2019

Mass Schedule ** unless otherwise noted in bulletin schedule

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church
SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION:

Immaculate Conception Church: Saturday 3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m. to 7:50 a.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m.
& anytime upon request

Liturgical Schedule ~ The Epiphany of the Lord
Special Prayer Intentions- these are the people for whom we will be praying at Mass:

Sat. Jan 4
4:30 pm (ICC) Joan C. Brennan (Jeana DePuy) / Connie Herman, 5th anniv. (Pinky)
Sun. Jan 5
8:00 am (SJC) Joseph Martino (John, Patty & Family)
10:30 am (ICC) Al “Butch” Heaney (Judy & Jerry Nederostek & Family)
Mon. Jan 6
8:00 am (SJC)
Tues. Jan 7
8:00 am (ICC)
Wed. Jan. 8
8:00 am (SJC)
Thurs. Jan 9
8:00 am (ICC)
Fri. Jan 10
8:00 am (SJC)

William McArdle (Delray & John McArdle) /Irene Milan (Diana & Bob Bochantin)
Frank & Cassie McDonald (M/M Eugene Yacapsin) /Anna & Michael Cibik (Son, Michael)
Anne Mitchell (M/M Richard Kuhn) /Elizabeth Harvan (Bob & Lisa Schaninger)
Robert M. Kistler (Kistler Family) / James Walters, dec. bday (Family)
John Dugan (Jerry McFadden) /Margie Bates (Nephew, David Gilberry)

The Baptism of the Lord

Sat. Jan 11
4:30 pm (ICC) Madeline Frantz (Alex & Pat Stasyk) / Frank Moser, Sr. (Wife & Family)
Sun. Jan 12
8:00 am (SJC) Anna C. Rehrig, 32nd anniv. (Niece, Kitty)
10:30 am (ICC) James J. Zurn (Marge Mulligan)
Lay Ministers for the Weekend of Jan 11/12

Ministries:
Lector:
E.M.:
Altar Servers:

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Laura McArdle
Ken McArdle, Jr.
Erin McArdle

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Terri Kokinda
J Novak, C McGinley
Z Zurn

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~LORD, EVERY NATION ON EARTH WILL ADORE YOU.
THE SECOND COLLECTION this weekend is in
support of Insurance. The 2nd collection next week
is for Fuel & Utilities.

WCC Question of the Week
How can we help make Jesus known to those
who have never heard of Him?
FAMILY ACTIVITY: Bless your house using the
Epiphany Blessing. “Christ Bless this House” and
with chalk write above the doorway 20 + C + M +
B + 20. Then sprinkle the doorway (and/or each
room with Holy Water)

2020
BLESSING
CARDS for above your
door at home are
available
at
the
entrance
of
the
Church. They are a gift to parishioners from Fr.
Ward. They are the New Year blessing of the Magi
for good health and prosperity upon your family.
Please take 1 per family only, thank you.
THE 2020 MASS BOOK IS OPEN FOR
REQUESTS. Mass intention envelopes are available
in the Church for requesting a mass. You may also
call the Rectory or email iccjt@ptd.net. The Mass
stipend is $10/request.
Please
note that due to the high volume of
weekend requests, a limit of two
masses a year per family will be
accepted
for
a
Saturday
vigil/Sunday Mass. There is not a
limit to weekday requests.

MANY, MANY THANKS to our
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar
Servers, Organists, Choir, & the
Decorating Team for your time and
talent
during
the
Christmas
season!
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: If you would like
a statement of contribution for 2019 please sign
the form in church, please PRINT your full name,
address and phone number. Statements will be
prepared and mailed at the end of January
PLEASE NOTE: As of January 1st all parish
accounts were closed for the year 2019.
Any
donations made on/after Wed, Jan. 1st will be
credited for 2020.
CHRISTMAS CANTATA: All Saints Parish, McAdoo
today, Sun., Jan. 5, at 4pm. What does it mean to
simply be present? What does it feel like to truly
meditate and focus on a single subject and to allow
yourself to be moved and inspired? Around
Christmastime, just being present can
seem like an impossible task. The
demands of the season battle for our
attention, our time, and our focus.
However, the very thing that brings
us together at Christmas demands that
we are present to reflect and be moved
by Christ’s birth. This year’s Christmas Cantata,
entitled Christmas Presence, written by Pepper
Choplin, not only tells us the true and wonderful
story of our Savior’s birth, but challenges us to be
the Christmas Presence in our world today.
ST. JEROME REGIONAL SCHOOL: Register for
the 2020-2021 School Year! Early re-registration
started October 28th. We will be operating on a first
come, first serve basis and we strongly encourage
our current families to take advantage of the early
enrollment period, as we expect waitlists for
several grades next year. Discounted Enrollment
Fees for Current Families Only, Enroll by February
1st $100/child; after February 1st: $125/child.
Enrollment Fees for New Families: started
December 3rd: $125/child.
Please complete the 2020-2021 re-registration
form. Once complete, please return it to the office
along with the non-refundable re-registration fee to
make the most of the discount period.
THE BOOK OF WELLNESS is in the back of church
for you to write in it anyone who is ill and needs
the prayers of the church. We pray for the sick
every day and ask God’s help and
blessings of healing, tolerance, and
patience upon them.

MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL is accepting
applications for the Class of 2024. Our Shadowing
Program is in full swing. If you know of anyone
interested in participating in the shadowing
program, please ask them to call the school or
contact the admissions office at 570-467-3335 or
admissions@mariancatholichs.org to get more
information about the program and set up a date
to shadow.
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM: Almost every year at
Christmastime, you can find a newspaper article or
TV documentary about the star of Bethlehem.
Astronomers give various theories about whether
the magi saw a supernova, or a comet, or a
conjunction of two or more planets. But for us, the
star has a deeper meaning.
In Matthew's Gospel, light is used as a
symbol of the good news of Jesus
coming into the world. That's why
verse 9 of the Gospel has the image of
the star preceding the wise men and
stopping over the house where Jesus was.
By following the star, they become
followers of Christ. So what do the magi
show us about following Jesus? First, they take the
initiative. They saw the star, figured out what it
meant, and made their journey. As followers of
Jesus, we can look for what needs to be done (in
our family, parish, or community) and do it.
Second, they expressed their faith in Jesus by the
gifts they brought: gold--a gift for a king, who is
worthy to be followed; frankincense--Jesus is
worthy to be worshiped as Son of God; and myrrh-Jesus becomes king by dying for us all. We can
express our faith in many ways. We can volunteer
to help the poor, the elderly, or the disabled. We
can teach our children how to pray and tell them
about all that God has done for us.
Third, they were not afraid to take risks for Jesus.
How often do we take risks for the Lord, by openly
speaking about our faith, or giving God credit for
the good that we do? Let the star of Bethlehem
remind us that Jesus is the star of our lives. Tom
Schmidt, © J. S. Paluch Co.

LIVE WEBINAR: THE BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO
DEFENDING YOUR FAITH with Trent Horn an
adjunct professor of apologetics at Holy Apostles
College and staff apologist for Catholic Answers,
where he specializes in teaching Catholics to
graciously and persuasively engage those who
disagree with them. In this webinar, Trent shows you
that you don’t need all the right answers—you just
need the right questions and the right attitudes in
order to share the Catholic Faith with anyone. This
webinar will be live Wednesday, January 29, 7pm.
The event will not be recorded or rebroadcast. Go to
allentowndiocese.org/webinars to register.

