Immaculate Conception Parish

Immaculate Conception Church & St. Joseph Church
Pastor: Rev. James J. Ward • Deacon: Mr. Jack Mroz
ICC: 570-325-2791 • iccjt@ptd.net • www.iccjimthorpe.org
SJC: 570-325-3731 • stjosjt@ptd.net • www.saintjosephchurch-jimthorpe.org

St. Joseph Church, side entrance is open daily for private prayer
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. @ St. Joseph Church
Thursdays 4:30 - 5:00 p.m. @ Immaculate Conception Church
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: Wendy S. Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 800-791-9209; Diocesan Secretary for Youth
Protection: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS Phone: 610-871-5200, Ext. 2204; Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service: If you have an allegation
of abuse against a bishop, please contact the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

The Epiphany of the Lord
Sat. Jan. 2
4:30 pm (ICC)

Roy Heintzelman (ICC Choir)

Sun. Jan. 3
9:00 am (SJC)

William Alvin (Teresa Ferry & Family)

Mon. Jan. 4
(private)

All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

Tues. Jan. 5
8:00 am (ICC)

Al “Butch” Heaney (Jean & George Bruker)

Wed. Jan. 6
(private)

Loretta Kuzo (Tim & Patty Herman)

Thurs. Jan. 7
8:00 am (SJC)

William McArdle (Delray & John McArdle)

Fri. Jan. 8
(private)

Peggy “Meg” Deak (Brown Family)

The Baptism of the Lord

Sat. Jan. 9
4:30 pm (ICC)

Wilhelmina Hertzog (Testa Family)

Sun. Jan. 10
9:00 am (SJC)

Ken Huber (Sally & Joe Bott, & son)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ LORD, EVERY NATION ON EARTH WILL ADORE YOU.
2021 BLESSING CARDS for above your door at
home are available at the entrance of the Church.
They are a gift to parishioners from Fr. Ward. They
are the New Year blessing of the Magi for good
health and prosperity upon your family.
Because the Epiphany celebrates the visit of the
magi to the house of Jesus, it is customary to bless
homes on this day. Blessed chalk (@SJC) or the
Blessing Cards are available in church. The initials
of the three wise men Caspar, Melchoir, and
Balthazar — are enclosed by numbers for the year
and then connected by crosses. As we welcome
others to our home in hospitality, we welcome
Christ. Encountering Christ in others, we open
hearts to God’s graciousness.

(if possible all hold lighted candles)

ALL: In the name
of the Father and
the Son and the
Holy Spirit. AMEN.
LEADER: Peace be to this house.
ALL: And all who enter it.
LEADER: Lord Our God, bless this house. May all who
live here be blessed with good health, prosperity, and
compassion for the poor.
As Caspar, Melchoir, and
Balthazar presented their precious gifts to the Christ
Child, so may all who live here welcome guests with gifts
of faith, hope and love. This prayer we make through
Christ our Lord.
ALL: AMEN
ALL: Hail Mary..(during the Hail Mary, use chalk to mark
doorway or put up the Blessing Card)

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS: If you would
like to receive a tax statement:
• Parishioners who had 2020 envelopes from St.
Joseph should call SJC Rectory, 570-325-3731
• Parishioners who had 2020 envelopes from ICC
should call or email ICC Rectory, 570-325-2791,
iccjt@ptd.net
Thank you to all who have donated so generously
throughout the year!
PARISH DONATION ENVELOPES 2021: Due to
the country-wide USPS mail delays many people
may not have received the envelope pack for
January/February.
Hopefully
with
Christmas
shipping now over the mail will catch up. If you do
not receive your pack in the mail by mid-January
please call the Rectory office. You may always use
any plain envelope, including your full name and
address,
to
make
your
contribution.
Thank you for
understanding!
THE PARISH IS NOW ON
ONE ENVELOPE SYSTEM, and
those who were registered at
St. Joseph Church will no longer receive the annual
box of envelopes. They will be mailed to all
parishioners on an bi-monthly basis.
BULLETIN NEWS DEADLINES: We now have one
Bulletin for the Parish. The deadline to submit
articles/news must be submitted to the rectory
office by Tuesday of each week to be put in the
bulletin of that upcoming weekend.
POPE FRANCIS PROCLAIMS “YEAR OF SAINT
JOSEPH”: With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde”
(“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the
150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark
the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a
“Year of Saint Joseph” from December 8, 2020 to
December 8, 2021. Pope Francis describes Saint
Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving
father, an obedient father, an accepting father; a
father who is creatively courageous, a working
father, a father in the shadows. The Holy Father
wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the
Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us
see more clearly the importance of “ordinary”
people who, though far from the limelight, exercise
patience and offer hope every day. In this, they
resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes
unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,”
who nonetheless played “an incomparable role in
the history of salvation.”
SAINT JOSEPH ECUMENICAL FOOD PANTRY
will be open Sat., January 9 & Wed. January 13
from 9-11am.

A TREMENDOUS THANK YOU
to Larry McCullion & Son Electrical, &
the McCullion family for their generous

donation of a new PREMIERonetm Germicidal
Air Purifier system in Immaculate Conception
Church. The air purifier uses UVC light to
kill/sterilize harmful bacteria, fungi & viruses
as
they
pass
through
the
air
returns. We are so
very thankful for
your
help
in
keeping our Parish
safe!
LITTLE DRUMMER BOY: Did you know that the
only reason we say that there were three wise men
is that they brought three gifts? The Bible never
says their number or their names. The gifts tell us
about the givers. And these special gifts--gold,
frankincense, and myrrh--tell us much.
When one king visited or sent
an ambassador to another, he
would give a gift of gold to
show that he acknowledged
the kingship of the other. So
the first gift of the wise men
tells us they recognized Jesus
as King. The second gift is a type of incense, which
was used in Jesus time to worship God. So this gift
shows the wise men paying homage to Jesus'
divinity. The gift of myrrh is oil used to anoint the
dying. It reminds us of Jesus suffering and death
on the cross.
So what gifts do we have for Jesus? Maybe we can
take a hint from the wise men. If we acknowledge
Jesus as king, maybe a better gift than gold would
be to pledge our obedience to him. Each day we
can promise to live our vocation as best we can, to
love those around us, and forgive those who hurt
us.
A better way than burning incense to pay homage
to Jesus' divinity is to take time to pray throughout
the day. Some people are able to attend daily
Mass, others spend time in adoration before the
Eucharist, or even a few minutes of their lunch
break to say the rosary.
As for the gift of myrrh, we can give Jesus the
crosses we bear each day. When we accept
suffering in our lives, especially that caused by our
sins, we give ourselves to Jesus as he gave himself
for us on the cross.
The song "Little Drummer Boy" reminds us that the
best gift is not necessarily the most expensive.
Instead, it is the simple gift that only we can give.
Let Epiphany remind us to offer our lives to Jesus
each day. Tom Schmidt, © J. S. Paluch Co.

